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Capstone principal reaches new heights

TODAY

HIGH 55 °

TONIGHT

After climbing seven peaks in seven
years, Hickey meets new challenges

LOW 29 °

Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

TOMORROW
HIGH 49 °

Inside
SPORTS

Jake Luce reviews how
former Gamecocks are
performing throughout
the NFL playoffs.

See page 10

THE MIX

The new principal of the Capstone Scholars
Program has many faces: traveler, nurse, student,
professor and mountain climber.
After serving as a nurse for 33 years, visiting 57
countries and climbing the seven highest mountain
peaks in the world in only seven years, Dr. Patrick
Hickey is ready to settle down — well, sort of.
“It’s a big change coming to academia, being a
teacher in the classroom setting. Of course, I have
been in the role as an educator in the hospital, but it
is so much different in the classroom,” Hickey said.
“But it’s a lot of fun and a very good switch.”
Hickey will replace John Spurrier, who held the
position from 2005 until the present.
“Dr. Spurrier epitomized the role of a principal
and, as the first principal for the Capstone Scholars Program, he established a high performance
standard and garnered the love and respect of all
his students,” said Dennis Pruitt, Vice President
for Student Affairs and Vice Provost for Academic
Support. “Fortunately, the university has in waiting
a person with remarkably similar attributes.”
Hickey said his desire to teach stems from a sort
of “curse” from nursing that he happens to enjoy.
“We feel that we always have to give back to our
profession or to our societies,” he said. “So, I’m
trying to share my experiences from working in the
hospital with my students.”
Hickey said although he’s always been an avid
traveler and lover of adventure, his love for mountain
climbing began randomly in 1993 while he and his
wife were backpacking through Latin America.
“I was in Ecuador when a group of Israelis said to
me, ‘Hey you, want to go climb a mountain?’ And I
said, ‘Sure, why not?’ A week later I was summiting
a 20,000 foot mountain,” he said. “The exhilaration
from reaching the peak of the mountain was amazing, I just wanted to do it again.”
When Hickey reached the peak of Mount Everest,
he became the first nurse to ever do so.
“I suppose that Mount Everest is just the ‘Holy
grail’ of mountaineering because not that many

Courtesy of Patrick Kickey

Capstone Principal Dr. Patrick Hickey poses at the top of Mt. Everest at 29,035 feet, with Cocky.
people have done it, ” he said.
“Cocky is probably the only mascot that’s been
to the bottom and the top of the world,” Hickey
said in reference to his promise to retired President
Sorensen that he would bring Cocky to Antarctica
and to Mount Everest’s peak.
Hickey said he was joining “a pretty elite group
of people” because there were so many challenges
involved.
“Not only climbing the mountain, but getting
there. There were many geographic challenges, political unrest and weather problems: it was basically
a seven-year business plan and somehow the stars
aligned and everything worked out,” he said.
After training in Colorado, Hickey said the
hardest part was not the physical strain, but being
separated from family and friends.
“Being on Everest for two months, there are a lot

Richland County Sheriff’s Department
sees increase in several other crimes
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Ron Edmonds / The Associated Press

President Bush addresses successes and failures during his
eight-year term in his final speech at the White House.
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of places you don’t have communication,” he said.
“There were physical challenges of course, and
weather as well. Then, there’s your mind and body
saying quit, but you don’t want to. Weather is a big
concern of course.”
Hickey said food and weight is another major
issue as well.
“As you can imagine, you lose weight. I lost 25
pounds on Everest, that’s not a way of dieting I’d
recommend. But you do get into the best shape of
your life.”
A lover of adventure, Hickey said one reason he is
very excited about his position is because “one of the
facets of this program is to encourage study abroad
programs.”
“Hopefully I’ll be going on some trips with
students. I’m not intimidated by foreign language or
HICKEY ● 5
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Emotional at the end,
Bush defends his choices
War on Iraq, Katrina,
economic downturn all
points in press conference
Jennifer Loven
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With
rare public emotion, George
W. Bush sat in judgment on
his controversial, consequential presidency on Monday,
l a m e nt i n g m i s t a k e s b ut
claiming few as his own, heatedly defending his record on
disasters in Iraq and at home
and offering kindly advice to
a successor who won largely
because the nation ached for
something new.
By turns wistful, aggressive
and joking in his final news
conference, Bush covered a
huge range of topics in summing up his eight years in the
White House — the latest in
a recent string of efforts to
have his say before historians
have theirs. Then the White
House said he would do it
again Thursday night in a
final address to the nation.
Reaching back to his first
day in office, he recalled walking into the White House and

having “a moment” when he
felt all the responsibilities of
the job landing on his shoulders. Barack Obama will feel
that next week, he said, his
tone gently understanding.
Indeed, he was full of support ive words for Obama
— the nation’s f irst black
president — and talked of
being deeply affected while
watching people say on television that they never thought
they would see such a day,
many with “tears streaming
down their cheeks when they
said it.”
“President-elect Obama’s
election does speak volumes
about how far this country has
come when it comes to racial
relations,” Bush said, seeming
almost awe-struck.
He brushed off any suggestion that he’d found the job
of president too burdensome
— or that Obama would find
it so. “It’s just pathetic, isn’t
it, self-pity?” he said. “And I
don’t believe that Presidentelect Obama will be full of
self-pity.”
At the same time, Bush
showed his skin is not so thick
as all that. “Sometimes the
BUSH ● 5

Richland County Sheriff Leon Lott said
homicides decreased from 25 in 2007 to 14 in
2008, a 44 percent decrease.
Out of those homicides committed in 2007,
24 were solved. Eleven of the 14 homicides
were solved for 2008.
“Although one homicide is one too many,
the reduction proves that community involvement, community partnerships and proactive
law enforcement work,” Lott said in a news
release.
Lott said department staff, volunteers and
partners who take an active role help to prevent crime and capture “those responsible for
victimizing our citizens.”

“The citizens [that] continue to start crime
watches, report crime and become involved
in solving community issues on a day to day
basis in Richland County,” he said in a news
release.
Lott said gang-related homicides decreased
since 2007.
“Specifically, in 2007 there were 10 homicides during the summer months verses five
homicides during the same time period,” Lott
said.
Lott said every person, regardless of their
“background, ethnicit y or immigration
status,” will receive service from the department.
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

Richland County Sheriff’s Department Reported Crime for 2007 and 2008

Offense

2007

2008

Percent Change

Homicide
Robbery
Sexual Assault
Aggravated Assault
Burglary
Larceny
Motor Vehicle Theft
Total

25
355
92
1399
1912
5679
901
10363

14
433
84
1508
2221
5877
1178
11315

-44.00%
21.97%
-8.70%
7.79%
16.16%
3.49%
30.74%
9.19%

Two sororities may come to USC
Over next four years,
Council hopes to
attract new groups
Liz Segrist

NEWS EDITOR

Two new sororities could
be coming to USC, but it
might be a few years before
they actually settle in to
campus.
Sorority Council voted to
bring on two new sororities
over the next four years.
“They’re looking from a

pool of 26 national sororities,” Greek Life Director
Ron Binder said. “They’ll
send a note to all of them
asking if they’re interested.”
Ashley Hinson , a thirdyear business student and
Sorority Council president,
said she thinks bringing
more sororities to campus is
a great idea.
“We’re doing this because
of the size of the sororities,
they’re getting too large,”
Hinson said. “We wanted to
bring the sizes down because
they are so many girls going
through rush.”

Binder said if the answer
is “yes” to the request, those
soror it ies wou ld subm it
information to the Sorority
Council.
Then, a tax force would
narrow down the groups.
After being narrowed down,
the tax force would make a
recommendation.
“We’re hoping to have recommendations by the end of
the spring semester, but that
doesn’t mean they’re coming
right away,” Binder said.
Binder said it could be up
SORORITY ● 5
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Q & A with

TOR
A D MI N I S T R A

W eek

Monthly Scholars
meeting
4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Gressette
Spring Minority
Student Welcome
5 p.m. to 7 p.m
Ballroom A
Carolina Productions
meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Russell House, Room 309
Pastafarians at USC
meeting
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Leconte, Room 112

Cynthia Davis
English professor and undergraduate
director for the English department
Q: What do you most enjoy about
your job?
A: Talking to the students.
Q: What is a hobby of yours?
A: Running.

Hillel meeting
7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
RH, Room 305

Q: If you could get on a plane
tomorrow and go anywhere for one
week, where would it be?
A: New Zealand.

WEDNESDAY
Farmers Market
meeting
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
RH, Room 301
Student Senate meeting
4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Rooms 322/326
MAPP meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH Theater
Out of State Mentor
meeting
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
RH, Room 304
Young Life College Life
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
RH, Room 302

Q: What’s your New Year’s
resolution?
A: Cook more dinners.
Q: What’s your personal motto?
A: “Hope and keep busy.” That was
Louisa May Alcott mother’s motto.
Q: If you could meet any deceased
historical or famous figure, who
would it be?
A: Charlotte Perkins Gilman.
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

The USC community wants to know what your organization has
going on this week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you
spread the word. If your organization has an upcoming meeting or
event you want publicized, contact gamecocknews@sc.edu or
stop by our office in the Russell House, room 333.
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name
and a description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact
person for any questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words.
Submissions should be sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before
publication.
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any
submission.
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Experience our shuttle bus! Meet on
Greene St. in front of the Nursing
building or the Horseshoe and take a
ride to our clubhouse all day
(shuttle runs every 30 minutes).
If you have any questions, please
call the office at (803) 255-0170

Keri Goff / ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

Several students from Orangeburg-Wilkinson High School pose for pictures in the
Russell House University Union with Cocky during a trip to USC.

Local

National

World

South Carolina lawmakers
will return to work Tuesday
in earnest, faced with repercussions of the economic
downturn and demands to fix
holes in budgets as the state’s
Juvenile Justice Department
worries about breaking federal court agreements and
Supreme Court Justice Jean
Toal said she’ll cover more
salaries with fi nes and fees.
Budget writers will hear
f rom Toa l, t he Ju ven i le
Justice Department and the
Probation, Parole and Pardon Services Department on
Tuesday, as well as college
programs during their fi rst
meeting day.
W hile the House heads
straight to budget hearings,
Senators will spend their
afternoon electing officers,
adopting rules, picking seats
and choosing which committees they’ll serve on.
S e n at e P r e s id e nt P r o
Tempore Glenn McConnell,
R-Charleston, said last week
rules will be adopted requiring more roll call votes. The
House took similar action
during its organizational session in November.
Legislators have filed bills
that outlaw payday lending,
call for increasing the state’s
cigarette tax to pay for health
care programs, ban smoking
in bars, restaurants and in
cars when children are riding
inside and to allow people to
openly carry guns.
But all of that is overshadowed by the state’s budget
problems. Since July, colleges
and healt h care agencies
have borne the brunt of $1
billion in budget cuts as the
economy stalled in the face
of a recession.

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. —
Falling crude demand in the
world’s largest consuming
nation drove oil prices Monday to a new low for the year
as the U.S. enters a corporate
earnings season expected to
be fraught with bad news.
The st rained economy
out weighed f ac tor s t hat
would normally boost the
m a rket — M idea st tensions, signs that OPEC was
implementing large-scale
production cuts, the ongoing Gazprom-Ukraine gas
dispute and a winter season
expected to deliver the coldest weather in a decade.
“It’s amazing what t he
market’s ignoring,” said Phil
Flynn, an analyst at Alaron
Trading Corp. “That really
tells you the story of how
bearish this is.”
Light, sweet crude for February delivery fell 8 percent,
or $3.24, to settle at $37.59
a barrel on the New York
Mercantile Exchange.
After 10 straight days in
which prices rose, the average cost for a gallon of retail
gasoline finally fell overnight, catching up to crude
markets that began to give
way a week ago.
“Clearly, the focus this
mor n i ng is back on t he
macroeconomics, and the
concern that the demand
for oil is just not going to
be there any time soon, and
there’s going to be plenty of
oil out there,” Flynn said.
The Energy Department
last week reported bigger
than expected inventories of
oil, natural gas and gasoline,
suggesting demand for energy continues to erode.

GAZA CITY — Israeli warplanes pounded the homes of
Hamas leaders and ground
troops edged closer to the
Gaza Strip’s densely populated urban center Monday,
as Israel weighed a decision
to escalate its devastating
offensive.
Despite the tightening Israeli cordon, militants managed to fire off at least 15
rockets Monday. There were
no reports of injuries, though
one rocket hit a house in the
southern city of Ashkelon.
A few hou rs af ter t hat
strike, Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert visited Ashkelon and said Israel would
end the conflict if rocket fire
on Israel stops and Hamas is
unable to rearm.
“Anything else will be met
with the Israeli people’s iron
fist,” Olmert said. “We will
continue as long as necessary
to remove this threat from
our heads.”
Black smoke rose over
Gaza City’s suburbs, where
t he t wo sides sk irmished
throughout the night. At
least 16 Palestinians were
k il led on Monday, G aza
health officials said. Among
the dead was a militant killed
in a northern Gaza battle.
T he a r m y a n nou nc e d
Sunday that it was sending
reserve units into Gaza to
assist thousands of ground
forces already in the territory. The use of reserves is
a strong signal that Israel
is planning to move the offensive, which Gaza officials
said has killed some 910 Palestinians, into a new, more
punishing phase.
—The Assosciated Press

The Daily Gamecock ● TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2009

PAGE 4

Universities step up out-of-state recruiting
Many schools offer
in-state tuition, extra
scholarships as incentive
Jim Suhr
The Associated Press

Steve Jahnke / The Associated Press

Southern Illinois University chancellor Sam Goldman
discusses finances in his State of the University address.

ST. LOUIS — For 20 years,
Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale’s en rollment
numbers have languished ,
proving so vexing it cost a top
campus administrator his job
in 2006.
Much of the problem, the
chancellor contends, is that
would-be students from Illinois bolted to other states on
the promise of sweet tuition
deals.
Now, t he u n iversit y is
fighting back: This fall, it
will begin offering in-state
tuition to first-year students

from neighboring Missouri,
Kentucky and Indiana.
A c ro s s t he cou nt r y, a
bidding war of sort s has
developed over prospective
students seeking bargains in
a bad economy. While some
universities have long tried
to lure students across state
lines with lower tuitions, such
incentives are gaining popularity as the nation’s financial
meltdown has withered families’ college savings and home
equity to help pay soaring
education costs.
“We’re certainly seeing
an acceleration of that” push
to offer tuition cuts for outof-state scholars, said Bob
Sevier, senior vice president
of Iowa-based Stamats Inc.,
a consultant to colleges and
universities about marketing,
student recruitment, fundraising and strategic planning.
“It’s something that should
have been done a long time
ago. This is not a gimmick.
This is good public policy,”
Sevier said.
A nd to Sam G oldman ,
SIU-Carbondale’s chancellor,
it’s unavoidable.
“We’re in probably the most
competitive environment I’ve
ever seen in higher education
right now,” said Goldman.
SIU’s second, smaller campus
in Edwardsville is also cutting tuition, but not quite as
sharply.
Other universities have
similar designs on recruitment.

In North Dakota, for example, the state’s Board of
Higher Education recently
approved offering in-state
tuition to out-of-state and
international prospects.
That’s something Minot
State University last month
pushed to make big use of by
hiring two new recruiters,
hoping to lure more students
from Canada and Washington state.
Such efforts come when
“t he economic dow nt urn
is k i nd of chu r n i ng t he
college market a little bit,”
prompting many colleges and
universities to evaluate ways
to remain viable, said Paul
Hassen , a spokesperson for
the National Association of
State Universities and Land
Grant Colleges.
“The higher educat ion
market changes constantly,
and each institution has its
own challenges and opportunities,” he said. “Programs
such as offering in-state rates
to out-of-state students or
some other way of packaging
a pricing structure will occur.
It’s a matter of fiscal survivability.”
Last month, an independent
report on American higher
education flunks all but one
state — California, which
got a C — when it comes to
affordability. The biennial
study by the National Center
for Public Policy and Higher
Education, which evaluates
how well higher education is

serving the public, found that
almost everywhere the average family’s cost of education
is up.
In Illinois, the average cost
of attending a public four-year
college has jumped from 19
percent of a family’s income
in 1999-2000 to 35 percent in
2007-2008.
At Southern Illinois, tuition has jumped from $2,865
in 1999 to $6,975 this year
for in-state students; during
the same span, nonresident
tuition ballooned from $5,730
to $17,437. The school’s student numbers shrank by 1,650
along the way to 20,673 now
— well below the 24,084 that
went there in 1990.
That lagging enrollment
came to a head in November
2006, when the university’s
president, former five-term
congressman Glenn Poshard,
ousted Walter Wendler as the
Carbondale school’s chancellor. “We’re the only public
university in the state losing
students. We have to turn this
around,” Poshard said then.
In trying to do just that,
Southern Illinois University’s
board voted to extend in-state
tuition to fi rst-year students
from Missouri, Kentucky and
Indiana. After the first year,
the students could qualify as
Illinois residents. The current out-of-state rate is 2.5
times the price charged to
Illinoisans.
Such moves apparently have
worked elsewhere. According
to Hassen’s group, from 2005
to 2008 Penn State has seen
47 percent more out-of-state
st udents accept ing offers
from the school since it began
offering a reduced tuition rate
at 19 of its 20 campuses for
the student’s first two years.
Other university systems,
while also trying to pad outof-state recruiting, aren’t
feeling as generous.
TUITION ● 5
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BUSH ● Continued from 1
biggest disappointments will
come from your so-called
friends,” he advised Obama.
Bush’s former press secretary,
Scott McClellan, released a
scathing tell-all book last year
that still stings around the
West Wing.
Asked one last time by reporters about the major controversies of his presidency,
Bush had a ready answer for
each:
— On the dismal economy
he leaves behind for Obama,
Bush said, “I i n her ited a
recession, I’m ending on a
recession. In the meantime,
t here were 52 mont hs of
uninterrupted job growth.”
The 2001 recession began in
March, two months into his
presidency, but economists
agree the seeds were sown
long before.
Bush also defended himself
against economic attacks from
his own party on the huge
government bailout of Wall
Street financial firms. He
said, his voice rising, “If you
were sitting there and heard
that the depression could be
greater than the Great De-

HICKEY ● Continued from 1
customs,” he said.
Originally from Almonte,
Ontario, Canada where he
received his first nursing degree, Hickey left for the U.S.
to get his bachelor’s degree
in nursing and to work in the
emergency room of a hospital
in Corpus Christi, Texas.
From there, he came to work
at Palmetto Richland Hospital
in Columbia.
Before becoming the principal of Capstone, Hickey
received his three degrees
from USC: a master’s degrees
in health education; a master’s
degree in nursing and a doctoral degree in public health.
He also currently serves as a
clinical assistant professor.

pression, I hope you would
act, too, which I did.”
— On the five-year-old Iraq
war, the issue that will define
his presidenc y, Bush said
history will judge his actions
but it is a fact that violence
diminished and everyday life
became more stable after his
decision in 2007 to send an
additional 30,000 American
troops into the fight.
— He vigorously took issue with critics of the federal
response to Katrina, the hurricane that devastated New
O rle a n s . G e s t u r i n g a nd
speaking with feeling, he said,
“Don’t tell me the federal
response was slow when there
were 30,000 people pulled off
roofs right after the storm
passed,” he said. “Has the
reconstruction been perfect?
No. Have things happened
fairly quickly? Absolutely.”
— The president claimed
progress toward peace in the
M iddle East, t hough any
hopes for an accord soon have
been dashed by, among other
things, a bruising offensive by
Israel in the Gaza Strip.
— Most angrily, Bush dismissed “some of the elite” who
say he has damaged America’s

image around the world. “No
question, parts of Europe have
said that we shouldn’t have
gone to war in Iraq without
a mandate, but those are few
countries,” he said.
The president’s actions after
the Sept. 11 attacks — such
as establishing the prison for
suspected terrorists at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, approving
tough interrogation methods that some say amount
to torture and instituting
information-gathering efforts
at home decried by civil rights
groups — were compounded
by global outrage at the 2003
invasion of Iraq, particularly
later when the alleged weapons of mass destruction that
were the main justification for
war turned out not to exist.
“In terms of the decisions
that I had made to protect the
homeland, I wouldn’t worry
about popularity,” he said.
Asked about mistakes, Bush
cited a few that he preferred
to term “disappointments” —
not finding those weapons of
mass destruction in Iraq, the
abuses committed by members of the U.S. military at the
Abu Ghraib detention center
in Iraq, giving a speech two

Hickey, a USC alum, said
he is very excited about his
opportunity to help the students and be very visible to
the them.
“I will take great strides to
help the students to understand where they can be and
where they are going,” he said.

“These are highly motivated
students and they have the
potential for achieving great
things. My job is to help them
realize their potential. This is
one of the biggest challenges

months after the start of the
Iraq war under a “Mission Accomplished” banner on an aircraft carrier, Congress’ failure
to pass free-trade agreements
with Colombia, Panama and
South Korea, and the negative tone in Washington that
belied his 2000 campaign
promise to be a “uniter not a
divider.”
But he offered no evidence
he takes personal responsibility for any of those failures.
The only two areas where
he seemed to acknowledge
that errors in judgment had
been his were his penchant
for cowboy rhetoric, such as
saying “Bring ‘em on!” to foes
in Iraq, and his decision to
pursue partial privatization of
Social Security immediately
after his 2004 re-election.
He said arguing for immigration reform would have
been a better use of the political capital he earned through
his victory.

TUITION ● Continued from 4
University of California
officials, for instance, reportedly are mulling expanding
its out-of-state recruiting
but not giving those students
in-state rates. Out-of-state
students in that university
system now pay $20,000 a
year more than in-staters
— a premium that can be a
handy revenue stream when
the state’s budget is tight.
In Carbondale, Goldman
said it’s far too soon to tell
whether Southern’s tuition
SORORITY ● Continued from 1
until a year until one of the
two requested sororities join
the nine already present.
“Both won’t come at the
same time. One will come
first, then another in a couple of years,” he said. “We’re
not certain how many will
respond, but we’re confident

push to lure more out-ofstate students is making a
difference, though he insists
the feedback so far has been
encouraging.
“I’ve bumped into people
from out-of-state here who
have said, told me point
bla n k , t hat bec au se we
reduced it they are coming
here,” he said. For each student, “the tangible difference
is $10,000. It’s that much.
It’s like we’re giving them a
scholarship; it’s not, truly,
but that’s the equivalency.”

that they’ll be interested.”
Hinson said the task force
is made up of USC’s Sorority
Council and its two Greek
advisors, but that “it is also
the sorority’s choice and the
university’s choice,” regarding a final decision.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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LIVE WITH
A NEW
ESTATE
OF MIND

LESS THAN FIVE
MINUTES FROM CAMPUS
fully furnished units
individual leases
utility package
resort style pool
basketball court
water volleyball
24-hr game room
24-hr computer lab
tennis court
sand volleyball court
24-hr fitness center
courtesy attendant on site
new for fall ‘09 :
new pool furniture
updated computer lab
updated clubhouse

riversidecolumbia.com
800 ALEXANDER RD

amenities subject
to change

803.939.0444
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Editor
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Managing Editor

AMANDA DAVIS

Remaining bailout money
not yet allocated, Obama
needs control over capital
As an undergrad, I recognize
that after I graduate I will be
paying student loans until I die
(or so it seems). That’s the deal I
made with my loan distributor.
They bail me out of my tuition
debt and I will pay them back
when I no longer need their
money. However, due to clauses in the agreement I signed,
this money will
only go to my
school. I don’t
see a dime of it,
which prevents
me from filtering the funds
into frivolities
MANDI
such as iTunes,
SORDELET
a new semester
Third-year
wardrobe
or
public
tricking out my
relations
dorm room.
student
The
Bush
Administration should have let
Sallie Mae oversee the conditions of the $700 billion bailout. Maybe then lawmakers
wouldn’t be so hesitant to allow
Obama access to the remaining
$350 billion.
In all fairness, we cannot
fault the lawmakers for being
cautious and wary. The first
half of the bailout money was
promised to us as a means of
purchasing troubled assets,
particularly crippling mortgages, in an attempt to fix
them. Instead, the money has
been allocated to ailing banks
and automakers. So either we
the people have been had or
the Bush Administration is
easily distracted.
This leaves Obama with a
conundrum: should he retrieve
the money from the Bush Administration before his inauguration? Or should he wait until
afterwards when the process of
actually receiving the money
will be a grueling headache not
worth the interest?
Personally, I trust Obama
with the bailout more than
anyone. From his interview on
ABC’s “This Week,” it appears
that he has a specific goal in
mind for this $350 billion, and
fortunately it is an objective
that will benefit our financial
industry. He is also willing to
compromise with lawmakers,
already issuing a letter that
gives profound detail on his
plans for the money as well as
promises to keep to specified
conditions and current updates
on the status of the bailout (unlike the Bush Administration
who, when left unsupervised,
placed it in investments with
little accountability). Obama’s
confidence in the system as
well as his attention to detail
makes it easy to trust his use of
the bailout money.
Obama requested the second
half of the bailout after Bush’s
press conference Monday
afternoon, and the Bush Administration made it clear they
will be happy to comply. By
the time you read this column,
there’s a good chance that Bush
already placed the request for
the release of the money. The
lawmakers will without a doubt
make the process daunting and
cause serious consideration on
the point of the withdrawal.
Obviously, Obama realizes
this and is acting accordingly.
However, it makes little difference whether Obama receives
the money tomorrow, in six
months or in a year. As long as
he spends it the way we were
promised, there should be little
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Sunday sales smack down
Blue laws relic of bygone
time, updates needed
within South Carolina
Walmart is a wonderful place for two reasons.
First, it is the only place in
the world where you can
buy a 12-gauge shotgun,
a high school ring and a
week’s worth of groceries
while you get the your tires
rotated. And more importantly, you
can do this
at any time
of the day, or
at least that’s
the idea.
As
an
A merican,
DARREN
you
know
PRICE
one
thing
for
Third-year
sure:
WalEnglish
mart is there
student
for you, 24/7,
365.
So imagine my immense
pain and rejection when
I marched into the West
Columbia Walmart at 4
a.m. Sunday morning in
order to buy the latest copy
of WWE SmackDown for
my Xbox and found that
not only was the electronics section roped off, but so
was everything else. That’s
right. The toy section,
the clothing section and

the tire section — even
the outdoors section. All
closed. Why? South Carolina Blue Laws.
That’s right, a law based
on legal codes the Puritans
wrote when they weren’t
burning witches prevented
me from throwing video
pile drivers on my roommates in the wee small
hours of the Sabbath.
According to South
Carolina Title 53 Chapter
1, it is illegal to purchase
anything except groceries
between 12:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. Sundays, except
in counties that make
more than $900,000 on
the 2 percent state accommodations tax for hotels
per fiscal year. Lexington
County, where West Columbia’s Walmart is located, only managed to make
$843,000. I did manage to
get a copy of the game at
the Forest Drive Walmart,
however.
Blue Laws are based on
the Fourth Commandment, which states that
the Sabbath should be
preserved as a day of rest.
I don’t have a problem with
the Fourth Commandment, or people who observe the Sabbath, but I do
have a problem with laws
that enforce it. After all,

we don’t live in an America
where everyone is a Puritan anymore. The Jewish
Sabbath is on Saturday and
in Islam, Friday is the day
of rest. Even some sects
of Christianity practice
Sabbath on a day other
than Saturday. So why is
it fair that people of other
major American religions
are barred from shopping
while Christians are getting ready for and going to
church?
Blue laws are not only
discriminatory, but they
are potentially unconstitutional. The Fourth Commandment may state that
the Sabbath should be kept
holy, but the First Amendment says that lawmakers
can make no law regarding the establishment of
religion, and cannot show
preference for one religion
over another. If blue laws
aren’t made with regards
to religion, then I have no
idea as to why they are in
existence. .
This may just sound like
complaining from someone
with absolutely no life, but
it goes deeper than that.
It is safe to say, if South
Carolina Blue Laws were
in a wrestling video game I
would give them the video
chair.

Gassy cows shouldn’t be taxed
Farmers need not be
penalized for livestock’s
various bodily emissions
The winds of change blowing in environmental protection legislature — literally.
A recent Environmental
Protection Agency report
suggested that
the government consider
taxes on businesses
that
emit
globewarming
g reen house
RACHEL
gases. This is
WRIGHT
no longer limThird-year
ited to manuEnglish
facturing
student
plants, the report suggested that the government tax
farmers with “belching and
flatulent cattle and pigs.”
While this may seem extremely ridiculous, you may
be surprised to know that
the average cow pumps up
to 500 liters of methane into
the atmosphere each day, and
methane isn’t exactly an ally
of the environmental activist. It has more than 20 times
the heat-trapping potential

VIEWPOINTS POLICY
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s Viewpoints page
is to stimulate discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. With that in mind, all published
authors are expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.

of carbon dioxide. This has
SAGE Members concerned.
The proposed “gas tax” could
cost a farmers a bundle — up
to $175 per cow.
Everyone is against air
pollution, and we all want to
ensure that this earth will be
able to serve as a safe place
for our future generations.
However, would this measure be too extreme? U.S.
agriculture is already on
the decline, and a steep tax
of $175 per cow would have
a silent but deadly affect on
the remaining American
farmers. In addition, a tax
such as this would discourage dairy farmers from continuing with their work. It is
likely that many would stop
buying cows, and therefore
the production of goods such
as milk and cheese would
significantly decline. Also,
the purpose of taxing greenhouse gas emissions is to
force the emitters to change
their behaviors. Manufacturing CEOs can find ways
to make production more
environmentally
friendly.
However, cows cannot help
their normal bodily functions, and I would hope that
the EPA would not begin to

The Daily Gamecock encourages readers to voice
opinions and offers three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in
person to The Daily Gamecock’s office in Russell House
room 333 or via e-mail to gamecockeditor@sc.edu.

require farmers to start their
cows on a Beano regimen.
Many senators and agricultural lobbyists believe that
this insane tax will not come
to fruition. However, the
incoming Obama administration is facing significant
pressure from environmental groups to curb greenhouse gas emissions. While
the EPA has the discretion
to exempt small businesses,
such as dairy farmers, from
an emission tax, there is no
guarantee that they will. It is
extremely important that we
focus on cultivating U.S. agriculture production instead
of hindering it. Agriculture is
an extremely important part
of our nation, and we cannot
continue to mount our dependence on other countries
to supply our fruits, vegetables and dairy products. If
legislators do pass such a tax,
it would be regretted later
on down the road. By not
imposing the tax, we could
at least be somewhat sure
that agricultural production would stick around for a
while. However, if this taxing
suggestion becomes reality, I
hope that they make anti-gas
medication for livestock.

Final press conference
exposes shortcomings
A public figure’s final press conference is usually little more
than a final chance to say goodbye to the media and public, and
an opportunity to discuss future plans. For the 43rd president, it
was an attempt to apologize.
President George W. Bush spent much of his final press conference Monday going over his trials as president and admitting
his missteps and defending controversial decisions. It is well and
good that he was willing to admit his mistakes and shortcomings as a leader, but we can’t help but feel as though the muchmaligned president’s final press conference was a feeble attempt
to make amends.
It should be noted that a lot of bad things happened since President Bush was sworn in nearly
eight years ago, and much of
it was out of his control. From
9/11 to wildfires in California to Hurricane Katrina, a
lot was thrown at a president
who was not expected to be a
strong leader. His actions and
inactions in response to such tragedies and disasters, however,
shouldn’t be overlooked.
He spent much of the press conference defending his reaction
to Katrina and stressing how much has gone right since the storm
decimated New Orleans three years ago — he said 30,000 people
were saved from roofs as soon as the storm passed. True, but if
he were to drive through the Ninth Ward today, the markings on
the doors of still abandoned houses denoting 2, 4 or as many as 10
residents that were swallowed by floodwaters, he may have viewed
his speedy response a little differently.
It is good that he admitted his mistakes, but simply stating that
they were mistakes doesn’t change anything. He had other opportunities to correct the wrongs, but to do nothing until the
final press conference, and to only state that they were mistakes,
is regrettable.
He said his biggest regret was hoisting a “Mission Accomplished” banner on an aircraft carrier after only a few months
in Iraq. His final press conference only reminded the media and
public how far from accomplished some of his missions were.

The president’s final
press conference was
a feeble attempt to
make amends.
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“There are no foreign lands. It is
the traveler only who is foreign.”
— Robert Louis Stevenson
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Gallery features artists bound
together by online connection
Local exhibit showcases innovative artwork,
unites creative minds from across country

Other highlights include Jill Werner’s installation piece “Transformed” with its
brilliance in color and concept as well as Penny Sisto’s moving and mindbending portrayal of a heart wrenching lynching in “Strange Fruit VI.”
For those who still don’t quite understand the amazing skill, patience
and craftsmanship involved in the stitching of each of the pieces, Emmy
Schoonbeek’s “TAST Book of Stitches” gives gallery-goers a
chance to actually hold and feel the many amazing ways the
artists painstakingly transform fabric, thread and yarn into high
art.
Schoonbeek is featured in the exhibit in more than her art
though. Her likeness is featured in one of Lenz’s Decision
Portraits. A part of a larger installation concept called
“Personal Grounds,” each portrait confronts a major lifealtering decision made by the subject, with stitched words that
work in conjunction with titles such as “Teenage Mother,” “25
Years Sober” and “Death Wish.” One wall actually features
four decisions made by four of the show’s featured artists.
In some ways the deep personal nature of each piece,
stitched on tea-stained muslin, conjures a revitalized
age-old concept that quilting is about storytelling; this
online community not only impacts each member’s
artistic future, but helps chronicle and express their
pasts.
But how to incorporate the hundreds of artists that
could not be in the show?
“I made ATCs, artist trading cards, two-and-a-half by
three-and-a-half, based on baseball cards,” Lenz said.
“I started with 130. Then I made 163 of postcard size. I
thought it would take me all year and lots of begging to
get them all traded. In less than six weeks they were all gone
and I was making more.”
In total, Lenz traded small pieces of work with more than
400 fiber artists from more than 27 different countries and all
but five states. Best in show and people’s choice awards will be
chosen (tallying gallery votes as well as online comments) for
each size category. The modest prize, leftover scraps from
Lenz’s studio and Columbia’s House of Fabrics, is like hitting
the jack pot for a fiber artist.
The full show is open to the public daily from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. through Jan. 20. In true multimedia fashion though, the
exhibit is also posted in its entirety on the Cyber Fyber blog,
http://cyberfyberexhibition.blogspot.com/, which is the hub of
links to each individual artist’s own blog. With the success of the
show, Cyber Fyber 2 is already on the 2010 calendar. But Lenz,
who will have pieces in two national juried competitions in the next
month, has plenty of tricks left up her sleeve.
“I know it won’t be a repeat of this,” the ever-creative Lenz said.
“It’s important to me because any idea like this, meant to be reflective of
evolution, must also continue to evolve.”

Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

Sometimes the most unsuspecting communities are the
closest knit. Cyber Fyber, an exhibit of the works of fiber
artists from around the world, opened Jan. 8 at Gallery
80808 in the Vista. The show can only be described as the
physical manifestation of a pre-existing, complex network of
the creative blogs from people who weave equally
intricate works of art.
A concept of local Columbia artist Susan Lenz,
the show features a diverse group of fiber artists’
larger works in the main gallery, as well as hundreds
of other artists’ trading card and postcard sized
miniature pieces.
The coordination of this revolutionar y
exhibition has been in the works for more than
a year. In late 2007, blogging and reflection
lead to one ultimate thought for Lenz.
“It was very, very obvious to me that the
most influential thing that had happened to
me that year was the gradual involvement in
the international community with other fiber
artists online,” Lenz said.
Soon w it h a desire to merge t he on l i ne
communit y with her physical communit y, in
addition to the fact that in her five years of renting
studio space at Vista Studios she had yet to utilize
her two free weeks of gallery space, Lenz produced
the project now known as Cyber Fyber.
“I wanted to show other people how easy it might
be, no matter what their interests might be, to be part
of a global sort of group of like-minded creatives,” said Lenz.
When Lenz announced her invitations to the exhibit, naturally
via blog, the enthusiasm was immediate and the comments on
the eclectic nature of the group were numerous.
One of the more unsuspecting artists is Nikki Wheeler,
a 35-year-old mother who, until the opening of Cyber
Fyber, had never exhibited before. However, with her
dainty fabric scrolls erupting from a purple cube, Wheeler
represents a younger generation of fiber artists, who utilize
online sites such as the Ebay-like Etsy.com and refitted
cigarette machines, called Art-O-Mats, to sell her unique
work.
Across the room from the amateur is Dijanne Cevaal, a worldrenowned fiber artist, author and curator. Though seemingly simple
in concept, the intricacy and vibrancy of her tapestry-like piece, “All the
perfumes of Arabia,” is nothing short of exquisite.

Little ﬁlm takes home big
awards at Golden Globes
‘Slumdog’, Winslet top list of winners;
Ledger receives posthumous acting honor
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

It was a night full of celebration and joy at the 66th Annual
Golden Globes. “Slumdog Millionaire,” the crossover
British hit about a young man trying to fi nd his lost love
by appearing on the Indian version of “Who Wants to be a
Millionaire?” was the night’s big winner, sweeping all four
Golden Globes. The fi lm was nominated for Best Score,
Best Screenplay, Best Director for Danny Boyle (of “28 Days
Later” acclaim) and Best Picture — Drama.
Romantic comedy “Vicky Cristina Barcelona,” written
and directed by Woody Allen, won the award for Best
Picture — Comedy/Musical.
Kate Winslet was another big winner of the night, winning
both Best Lead Actress and Best Supporting Actress for her
performances in “Revolutionary Road” and “The Reader,”
respectively.
Winslet stumbled over words and shamelessly gushed
tears as she struggled to thank the Hollywood Foreign Press
and her creative collaborators — the actress had previously
been nominated five times without winning.
British actress Sally Hawkins won Best Actress — Comedy
for “Happy-Go-Lucky” and similarly spoke through a veil of
tears and overwhelmed emotions.
Mickey Rourke, whose comeback performance in “The
Wrestler” has been endlessly praised, won Best Actor —
Drama, while Colin Farrell won his first Golden Globe for
Best Actor — Comedy for the dark Irish comedy “In Bruges.”
Both actors remained composed and delivered eloquent and
enthusiastic acceptance speeches. “The Wrestler” also won
Best Song for Bruce Springsteen’s anthem.
Disney/Pixar’s “Wall-E” scooped up the latest in a long
series of wins for Best Animated Film. Ari Folman’s animated
documentary, “Waltz With Bashir,” about the first Lebanon
War, won Best Foreign Language Film.
One of the night’s more emotional moments came with
Heath Ledger’s win in the Best Supporting Actor category
for “The Dark K night.” Director Christopher Nolan
accepted the award on behalf of the late actor to a standing
ovation, and saluted the legacy Ledger built for himself in
his brief career.
In the television categories, HBO’s miniseries “John
Adams” swept through the miniseries and made-fortelevision movie categories, winning all four awards it was
nominated for, including Best Actor for Paul Giamatti
and Best Actress for Laura Linney, and the award for Best
GOLDEN GLOBES ● 8
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Top 5 albums on horizon
Veteran artists’ new releases expected
to make noise in coming year
Colin Jones
MIX EDITOR

Animal Collective - Merriweather
Post Povilion
Imagine if The Velvet Underground and Sonic Youth
got together and reproduced. If this imaginary situation
occurred, their bastard offspring would most likely sound
something like New York based avant-garde psychedelic
noise rockers Animal Collective. They are, without a
doubt, a collection of extremes. Garbled electronic noise
gives way to sweet, light melodies. It is these harmonious
contradictions that leave A nimal Collective in their
own place on the spectrum. Hard to define yet almost
hypnotically engrossing, Animal Collective present a
brutal and dare I say animalistic take on pop as a whole.
Already generating some buzz as one of 2009’s best, Animal
Collective’s “Merriweather Post Pavilion” is one to look out
for in this new year.

The Decemberists - Hazards of
Love

David Swanson / MCT Campus

Bruce Springsteen’s album is expected Jan. 27.

Bruce Springsteen
- Working on a Dream
The Boss is back and better than ever. Following 2007’s
gritty and joyous “Magic,” Bruce Springsteen and The E
Street Band have returned with “Working on a Dream.”
After releasing some of their best and most compelling
material since 2002’s “The Rising,” Springsteen and
company quickly turned around and recorded the new
record dropping Jan. 27. What listeners should expect is
more of Springsteen’s politically-infused ballad rock with a
touch of melodic pop. The title track mixes in the vivacious
power of hits like “Born To Run” and “Glory Days” but
adds in a hint of straight chorus-built pop that Springsteen
has thrived on for years. While other artists have burned
out or have become monotonously repetitive, Springsteen,
at age 59, is proving he’s still got what it takes.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

The Decemberists are releasing a new album this spring.
Com ing of f t he heels of t heir 20 06 mainst ream
breakthrough, “The Crane Wife,” and a 2008 set of singles,
“Always The Bridesmaid,” these Portland, Ore.-based
bards of epic ballads and folk-based pop have returned with
“Hazards of Love.” No stranger to the overly dramatic,
vocalist Colin Meloy and company have promised fans an
intense and complex assortment of songs. If “Always The
Bridesmaid” proved anything it’s that this band stays fresh
and never stops. Even these one-off singles were enjoyably
refreshing and didn’t feel forced. But fans will have to
remain satisfied on “Always The Bridesmaid” until Mar. 24
when the record reaches stores.
TOP 5 ● 8
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Wilco — Untitled

These Chicago alt-country rockers
rei nvented t hem selve s w it h t he
sublime jazz guitar touch of Nels
Cline on 2007’s sweeping “Sky Blue
Sky” and now vocalist Jeff Tweedy
promises a venture into experimental
territory. While no release date has
been set for a follow up, t he ever
rest less a nd produc t ive Tweedy
leaned towards a spring release date.
Wit h such heav y-hitt ing albums
like “Yankee Foxtrot Hotel” and
“A Ghost is Born” under their belts
already, it’s hard to see how they
could disappoint.

John Green / MCT Campus

Jeff Tweedy of Wilco performs in California.

Beastie Boys — Untitled

After pushing into instrumental territory
with 2007’s “The Mix Up,” these microphone
legends have promised to drop an album
sometime in May. W hile “The Mix Up”
presented fans with a new perspective on
the group, it didn’t exactly have the same
potential and vivacity as their 2004 comeback
“To The 5 Boroughs.” It is always interesting
to see a group look inward and return with
a fresh perspective as on “The Mix Tape.”
However, if the Beastie Boys do indeed return
in 2009, it should be fi rmly in their hip-hop
roots.

Lionel Hahn / MCT Campus

Terrance Howard reads this year’s Globe nominees.
director’s vast career and
his inf luence on the past
decades of A merican
cinema, which was followed
by an intimate speech by
Spielberg about the power
of individual voice and the
need to continue to make
wonderful films.

The show, which is often
touted as a more relaxed
alternative to the Oscars,
was cancelled last year due
to the Writers Guild strike.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Film mixes fact, fiction
‘Slumdog’ based on real
controversy surrounding
popular game show

Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@
sc.edu

Aaron Barnhart
Nicolas Khayat/ MCT Campus

The Beastie Boys return to rap in 2009.

The Study Abroad
Office Presents:

Miniseries.
N B C ’s “30 R o c k ”
dom i n ated t he comed y
telev ision categor ies,
winning Best Actor and
Beset Actress honors for
st a rs A lec Ba ldw i n a nd
Tina Fey, respectively. The
show also won Best Comedy
Series.
T he telev ision d ra ma
categor ies were more
spread out, wit h A MC’s
“Mad Men” winning Best
Dramat ic Series for t he
second year in a row. Gabriel
Byrne won Best Actor in a
television drama for HBO’s
“In Treatment,” while Anna
Paquin won Best Actress
for t he net work’s “Tr ue
Blood.”
Ste ven Spielb erg wa s
honored w it h t he Cecil
B. DeM ille Lifet ime
A c h ie vement Awa rd.
Martin Scorsese introduced
and brief ly discussed the

STUDY ABROAD NIGHT

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 • Russell House Ballroom • 6-8 p.m.
Come speak to study abroad program representatives to find out
where you can study, what courses you can take, and what travel
opportunities are available to you. Get the inside scoop from USC
stu
students
who recently studied abroad. Meet
international exchange students studying
at USC to find out what makes their
home countries and universities
unique. Desserts and beverages will be
provided.

McClatchy Newspaper
MCT Campus

“Slumdog Millionaire” is
the best movie I saw in 2008,
but after ward I couldn’t
imagine how the company
that produces “Who Wants
to Be a Millionaire” ever
allowed it to be made.
Don’t wor r y. I f
y o u h a v e n’t s e e n t h i s
unexpectedly thrilling film
ab out a Mu mba i st reet
urchin accused of cheating
as a contestant on the Indian
version of “Millionaire,” I’m
not going to spoil it.
But if you have seen it,
surely you’ll agree there’s
something strange about
the producers of the world’s
most prof it able g a me
show — who have always
been fast id ious about
eliminating any appearance
of impropriety — allowing
a movie to depict even a
s ugge st ion of cheat i ng
behind the scenes.
I began by looking up a
familiar name I had seen
in the opening credits of
“Slumdog.” It was Celador,
o ne of t he p r o d u c t io n
companies behind the fi lm
and, as fans of the show
might know, the name of the
company that created “Who

Wants to Be a Millionaire.”
It t u r n s out t hat t he
principals in Celador sold
the international rights to
the “programme” in 2005.
(Local versions have aired
in more than 100 countries
since the format’s debut.)
They t hen used t he
proceeds to focus on
Celador’s movie business.
In other words, if there’s
any backlash to the film’s
f ic t io n a l de pic t io n s of
Indian “Millionaire,” the
producers couldn’t care less
—they don’t own the Indian
version anymore.
However, I did fi nd that
“ Slu mdog M i l l ion a i re”
faced at least one formidable
obstacle on the way to Oscar
contention. Its future was
in doubt at one point, and
perhaps only a fortuitous
phone call saved it from
direct-to-DVD release.
But before we get to that,
you m ay b e wonder i ng
who c a me up w it h t h is
cockamamie quiz-showmeets-Dickens-in-Mumbai
hybrid anyway.
So did Danny Boyle, the
“Trainspotting” producer
who was approached i n
2006 by Celador to direct it.
As he recounted recently to
The Hollywood Reporter,
he had no interest in making
a game-show movie.
But then Celador showed
him the script, written by
none other than “The Full
Monty” screenwriter Simon
Beaufoy, and Boyle was in.

Beaufoy, i n t u r n, had
adapted the book by former
Indian diplomat and firsttime novelist Vikas Swarup
called “Q&A.”
And just how did Swarup
cook up t he stor y of an
u neduc ated go -fer at a
Mumbai call center being
acc u sed of cheat i ng on
“Millionaire?”
I n a 20 0 6 i nt er v ie w,
Swarup said he had read a
fascinating account about
homeless kids in Mumbai
who had become savvy users
of mobile Internet services.
And as he was pondering
that, something else came to
mind. “This Major Charles
Ingram episode was still
current,” Swarup added,
“and the thought struck me
that no one had done a novel
on the global phenomenon
of the ‘Who Wants to be a
Millionaire’ shows.”
Major Charles Ingram?
A n d t h a t ’s w h e n I
learned there actually was
a “Millionaire” cheating
scandal. It was huge in Great
Britain, though not so much
here. In 2001, Ingram, a
British army major, ran the
table and won the show’s top
prize, only to be arrested
and conv icted, along
with his wife, Diana, and
another contestant, Tecwen
Whittock, of defrauding the
show’s insurer for 1 million
pounds.
The prosecution’s case
rel ied on a t heor y of
suspicious coughs f rom
Whittock, who was seated
in a “fastest finger” chair
while Ingram was in the hot
seat. The court case itself
made for a highly rated,
two-night TV special hosted
by Martin Bashir (now an
anchor for “Nightline”) and
produced by ... you guessed
it, Celador.
The would-be novelist
put t hese t wo stor ies
together and voila — the
first great fairy tale of the
millennium.
Yet “Slumdog Millionaire”
almost didn’t get released
in theaters, though it had
nothing to do with these
controversies.
Wa r ner I ndependent ,
which bankrolled a third of
the movie’s budget, gave up
the ghost in mid-2008 after
Time Warner decided that
the deteriorating economic
climate had made its indie
film business too grim to
continue.
But by then Doyle had
the film almost done, and
after seeing it, t he head
of War ner I ndependent
decided to do something
u nu s u a l. He c a l led h i s
counterpart at a rival studio,
Fox Searchlight, and offered
him a look at the film.
Ne e d l e s s t o s a y, h i s
reaction was the same as
mine, and w it hin week s
“Slumdog Millionaire” was
on its way to Toronto for
the fi lm festival that put it
on the map.
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Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

The Scene
@ USC
WU TANG CLAN
9 p.m., $40
Club Level, 188
Blanding St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TODAY
TOM RUSH
8 p.m., $25
Newberry Opera House
1201 McKibben St., Newberry

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
THE TIMES OF HARVEY MILK
6 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.

TOMORROW
SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK
9 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
A CHRISTMAS TALE
6 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theater, 937 Main St.
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
CYBER FYBER
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily, free
Gallery 80808, 808 Lady St.

HOROSCOPES

1/13/09

1234567890-=
A r ies You’re still not
much in the mood for work,
but it’s becoming imperative.
Move from discussing your
goals to actually achieving
them.
Tau rus A si l ly idea
is shot dow n, t h rough
excellent opposition. Having
all the facts at hand is very
important now. You’ll never
convince the skeptics and
zealots otherwise.
G e m i n i Yo u r b e s t
locat ion now is at home,
doing fam iliar t hings.
You’ll save money by not
going out, and that’s your
justification. Sleep more and
have interesting dreams.
Cancer There
a re compl icat ions ea rly.
Conditions improve for you
later. Things turn out pretty
well, actually.

Leo You can win t his
discussion by staying cool
a nd look i ng good. A lso,
be warm and friendly to a
person who’s in your way.
Trample on the opposition
only if you must.
Virgo You’ll be getting
a lot of c r it ic i s m f r o m
somebody who thinks he or
she is helping. This person
may act ually be helping,
come to think of it.
Libr a Listen to all the
suggestions and take copious
notes. Something good will
come of this, but it might
not be for a wh ile. Give
everybody time to think.
Scorpio If you feel like
you’re slogging through deep
mud, don’t feel like the Lone
Ranger. Conditions should
improve. Put off everything
until then.

S agi t ta r i us T he
information you’re receiving
m a y no t b e c o m p le t e l y
correct. This could be due to
an error in translation. Make
sure everybody understands.
C a pr icor n Again,
you’ll figure out a way to get
everything you want. Either
you can afford it or you don’t
really want it, right? Great
attitude!
Aquarius Attempts to
get your partner to fi nance
your latest scheme will not
go well just yet. Try again
tomorrow, and offer some
collateral.
Pisces It’s one t hing
af ter a not her, t he whole
day long. By this evening
you’l l be ex hausted, but
that’s all right. You and your
sweetheart can do something
soothing then.

ACROSS
1 Practice boxing
5 Graduation ball
9 Bottomless pit
14 Pervasive glow
15 Pueblo dweller
16 Slalom incline
17 Cut with shears
18 Cover for a crook
19 More astute
20 Lives dangerously
23 Old pro
24 Make inquiries
25 Makes confused
29 Without slack
31 Recipe meas.
34 React to a bad pun
35 Enthusiastic
36 Pocket bread

Tuesday Special $1 Beer & Live Music
Mon - Fri 4p.m. - 7 p.m.

803.252.8646

www.villageidiotspizza.com
Dine-in, Pick-up, Delivery, Catering

If you are under 21, it is against the law to buy alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced.

37 Finds trouble
40 Musical piece

5 Aspects

41 Demeanor

6 Mechanical man

42 Small bay

7 Broad-minded

43 Moisten

8 Potholder alternative

44 Go steady

9 Help out

45 Without constraint

10 Poker-faced

46 Haze over

11 Berra of baseball

47 Contend

12 On __ (no contract)

48 Loses one's punch

13 Withered

57 Asian capital

21 Trims up

58 Gumption

22 Favorite hangout

59 Pantomime dance

25 Luminous

60 Marine ray

26 Cover loosely

61 Lomond or Ness

27 Bakery treat

62 Word after liberal or

28 Fellows

39 Telegraph messages

52 Tramped

martial

29 Gleeful outburst

44 Wallet bill

53 Unfreeze

63 Take the helm

30 Boundless time

45 Whiskey bottle

54 New Old World

64 March middle

31 Proof of ownership

sizes

money

65 Romances

32 Kind of wool or

46 Mozart's "The

55 Kind of sax

band

Magic __"

56 Church service

33 Political

47 Verbalize

1 Back talk

organization

48 Doctrines

2 Young troublemaker

35 Purl's counterpart

49 Pants part

3 Song from the diva

36 Glass panel

50 Top-notch

4 All eyes and ears

38 Insect stage

51 Citrus hybrid

DOWN

Solutions from 01/12/09

PAGE 10

Grading NFL Gamecocks
With the college season ending, the attention of football fans has now shifted to the professional ranks. Though
former Gamecocks are not necessarily a strong presence throughout the league, a few players have still made a
considerable impact on this year’s NFL playoﬀs. Here is an analysis of how the Carolina alumni represented their
alma mater in the Super Bowl hunt.
Jake Luce
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Grading

Sidney Rice – Wide Receiver, Minnesota Vikings
The most recent playmaker drafted out of Carolina has yet to become the focal point of the Minnesota Vikings
offensive scheme. During the regular season, Rice had a measly 15 receptions, but his scoring ability was evident as
four of those catches went for touchdowns. Though Rice has an impressive catching ability, his lack of speed is keeping
him from being one of the NFL’s top receivers. In the Vikings playoff loss to the Philadelphia Eagles, Rice caught two
balls for 27 yards but was involved in one of the most pivotal plays of the game. A miscommunication between Rice and
quarterback Tarvaris Jackson led to an Eagles interception that was returned for a touchdown. The turnover caused a

C-

major shift in momentum going into halftime and the Eagles ultimately advanced to the next round.

John Abraham – Defensive End, Atlanta Falcons
Maybe the most productive USC player in the NFL, Abraham is considered one
of the league’s top pass rushers with an astounding 16.5 sacks this season. This year
the Falcons had an unexpected playoff appearance but it was cut short by another
surprising NFC representative, the Arizona Cardinals. In the game against the
Cardinals, Abraham was not as productive as he was during the regular season as he
tafalcons.com
Courtesy of ww w.atlan

C-

tallied only two tackles and no sacks. The inability of the Falcons’ defensive line to
get pressure on quarterback Kurt Warner, gave him the time needed to create ample

scoring opportunities. Warner and the Cardinals offensive line prevailed and won the game 30-24.

Travelle Wharton – Offensive Tackle, Carolina Panthers
Wharton is considered relatively undersized for an offensive lineman at 312 pounds, but what he lacks in size he
makes up for in speed. His agility makes him successful in protecting their valuable quarterback, Jake Delhomme, but
it leaves his side of the line vulnerable when running the ball. In Saturday’s matchup against the Cardinals, Wharton
and the Panthers offensive line gave up only two sacks, but Delhomme had an extremely poor showing as he threw five
interceptions. The Panthers lost to the surprising Arizona team as the offense was unable to prevent costly turnovers.

B

Andre Goodman – Cornerback, Miami
Dolphins
In his seventh season in the NFL, Goodman has proven to be a quality
aspect of the impressive Miami defense. During the regular season he
tallied five interceptions to go along with his 39 tackles and one forced
fumble. Though he had his best season of his career, Goodman was
unable to make any pivotal plays during the postseason matchup against
J. Pat Carter

the Baltimore Ravens. Even though opposing quarterback Joe Flacco was

/ The Associated Press

B

not able to throw any touchdowns during the game, the Miami defense couldn’t force enough turnovers
to make up for Chad Pennington’s four interceptions. Despite the success of the Dolphins’ secondary, the Ravens
advanced and proved they are a legitimate Super Bowl contender.

Sheldon Brown – Cornerback, Philadelphia Eagles
Brown is the only former Gamecock to have an impact for his team during a winning effort in this year’s NFL
playoffs. The seventh year player from Lancaster has been a reliable corner for the Eagles throughout his career. He
tallied 51 tackles, one interception and a forced fumble during the regular season. In the first round against the Vikings
he had four tackles and two pass deflections. In Sunday’s game against the Giants, Brown tallied only one tackle but it
was a touchdown-saving one against the bulldozer Brandon Jacobs. The Eagles defense was the deciding factor in the
win as they produced two key fourth down stops in the final quarter of the game.

A-

Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Club Soccer looks to continue dominance

Team looks to build upon
last season’s impressive
top-16 finish nationally
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

Club sports are the final safe
havens of sport, a place where
athletes compete just for the thrill
of competing. Experienced and
inexperienced players alike can find
a spot on a team or in a sport for fun,
friends and exhilarating play.

Few places is this more evident
than on the club soccer team. The
soccer team has been around the
block and seen its fair share of
excitement. Just last season, the
team played most of the season only
to find out late in the spring that
it was ranked in the top 16 teams
and therefore had earned a spot
to play for a club championship in
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
This year, one player shines above
the rest for his love of the game.
Senior defender David Elliott not
only leads the team in experience,
having played for four years, but also
is the team captain and coach.
Elliott tried out for the varsity
men’s soccer team his freshman
year in 2005 and made the first cut.
However, when spring rolled around
USC coach Mark Berson informed
Elliott that he would not be joining
the team the succeeding fall.
As things turned out, that was

fine by Elliott because it led to him
joining the men’s club team, which
is less focused on the serious side of
soccer and more focused on the fun
and competing just for competing’s
sake. Not only that, but the team also
allowed for time to focus on other
aspects of the college experience.
“A f ter [ I was c ut] I got into
academics more,” Elliott said. “The
club team seemed more fun.”
The club itself, while a little
bit more focused on the fun side
of things, prides itself on being
competitive. In fact, as already
mentioned, last spring the club
earned a spot in the top 16 club
teams in the nation. This would
have been good enough to play for
a college club championship were it
not for a lack of funds.
“Last year we were ranked No.
13 and we didn’t even know about
it,” Elliott said. “So we would have
gone to regionals if it weren’t for the

entry fees.”
However, this year the club hopes
to use the funds that it can no longer
use for travel, as mandated by USC,
to instead pay for the entr y fee
for nationals. The team will play
in tournaments and matches this
spring and then report the scores.
If the team plays well enough to be
in the top 16 again they will have
an opportunity to play for a club
championship.
It certainly will not be an easy
path, though. In between Elliott’s
team and a club championship are
plenty of obstacles.
First there are the simple obstacles
— other teams. Carolina will face
the likes of Florida, Georgia and
Clemson, all three competitors
on the national scene, at a variety
of tournaments. In order to seed
high the Gamecocks will have to
CLUB ● 11

Recruiting
turns ugly
in Georgia
Coach bans Spurrier
from scouting his players
after local star spurned
The ugly side of college
football recruiting showed
it s he ad t h i s
past week when
Tucker H igh
School football
coach Franklin
Stephens told
t h e A t l a nt a J o u r n a l CHRIS COX
C on st it ut ion Third-year
t h a t U S C print
football coach journalism
Steve Spurrier student
a nd h i s st a f f
were no longer
allowed to recruit players at
his school.
T he ne w s broke a f ter
Spurrier revoked a
s c h o l a r s h ip o f f e r f r o m
inside linebacker prospect
Jonathan Davis, who had
b e e n c om m it t e d t o t he
Gamecocks since Dec. 17.
“The bot tom l i ne...
what Sout h Carolina did
to Jonat han was w rong,”
Stephens told the local paper.
“Coach Spurrier accepted
blame for the sit uation...
[but he] is not going to do
anything to fi x the situation,
therefore South Carolina
will not be recruiting any
more Tucker players.”
While Stephens certainly
has a right to fight for the
well-being of his students,
the case is not the first of its
kind and defi nitely won’t be
the last.
According to Stephens,
Spu r r ier wa nted to sig n
more c or nerb ac k s a f t er
hearing that he will lose two
members of the secondary to
the NFL draft and two more
to graduation.
But t h at w a s n’t g o o d
enough for Stephens, who
saw his star player scrambling
to find a new home in a hurry
as NSD approaches.
“ I t ’s n o t f a i r w h a t
h app ened to Jon at h a n ,”
Stephens said. “W hen
he c om m it t ed to S out h
Carolina, he turned down
scholarship opportunities
to other schools. And then
those other schools moved
on to fill that spot. W hat
Sout h Ca rol i na d id wa s
wrong, and the timing of it,
so close to signing day [Feb.
4], is worse. It’s just a bad
deal.”
Unfortunately, recruiting
is just one more facet of the
cutthroat business that is
college football.
The question is, where
do ethics enter the picture?
Should USC have honored
Davis’ scholarship because
National Signing Day is just
on the horizon? Does USC
have the authority to pick
and choose the players they
want?
What would Stephens do
if the tables were turned? If
he was only allowed to have
40 players on his team, and
an All-State player wanted
to transfer to Tucker, what
does he do?
It’s doubtful that he tells
the kid, “No thanks.”
The same can be asked
of potential recruits. If it is
inappropriate for a coach to
revoke a scholarship offer,
is it still okay for a recruited
athlete to change his mind
to another school after he
h a s a l read y pledged h is
allegiance?
No one, including Spurrier,
will deny that recruiting can
get dirty and isn’t always fair.
But Davis, along with every
other football recruit, needs
to realize that recruiting,
and life in general, won’t
always be fair.
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USC ref earns dubious honor
Student becomes firstever referee to represent
Carolina at nationals
Michael Finnegan

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

During Christmas Break,
intramural referee Marcus
St aton, a fou r t h-yea r
bio-medical engineering
student, got the New Year’s
vacation any college student
would want as he was asked
to at tend t he A mer ic a n
Col leg iate I nt ra mu ra l
S p o r t s F l a g Fo o t b a l l
National Championships,
which was held Dec. 2731 in
New Orleans. It was at this
tournament where Staton
was recognized as an AllAmerican referee, an award
given to the top 16 referees
at the tournament. A total
of 43 referees attended.
I n order to be able
to ref at t he Nat iona l
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overcome the surrounding
talent of most SEC schools
and will certainly have to
fight through their bitter
rivalry with Clemson at least
once.
“Clemson is a heated battle
ever y time,” Elliott said.
“There are a lot of hard fouls
ever y time. It gets prett y
rough.”
There are also other, more
difficult obstacles for the club
team. Not only has the team
had a little bit of attrition
since the fall in terms of
players leaving the team for
a variety of time constraints,
but they have also lost some
players to injury.
Despite losing those players,
the club still boasts several
players who have a chance

Tournament, a referee has
to work at one of several
Regional Tournaments and
ear n A ll-Reg ion referee
honors there as well. On
Nov. 7-9, Staton attended
a regional tournament in
Wilmington, N.C. hosted
b y U N C -W i l m i n g t o n .
It was at this tournament
that his trip to Nationals
began. Here, he was one
of three refs to earn A llRegion Referee honors and
thus was able to referee at
nationals.
At the national
tou r na ment , St aton had
to ref 12 games in t hree
days. Due to the success
he garnered in these first
12 g a mes, he was asked
to referee t he women’s
championsh ip game a nd
received A l l-A mer ica n
honors.
Staton was grateful for
the opportunity to be able
to ref at such a prestigious
tournament.

“It was a combi nat ion
of shock and pride really,”
S t a t o n s a i d . “ To b e
recognized as one of the
top 16 officials in the nation
and to know that so many
people had contributed, it
was truly amazing.”
Staton is the f irst ever
USC I nt ra mu ra l Spor t s
Referee to at tend a nd
referee at a ny n at ion a l
tou r nament. I nterim
Intramural Sports Director
Lauren Martini was proud
of the accomplishments of
Staton.
“I am extremely proud
of Marcus; ou r st udent s
t r u ly do have pr ide a nd
dedication in our program.
The credit goes not only
to Marcus, but to all the
staff that have helped train
and evaluate our st udent
officials,” Martini said.

to break out t his season.
Steven Duerr, a defender
for the team, is known for
his tenacious defense and
his abilit y to attack from
t he d e f e n s i v e p o s it io n .
Freshman midfielder Garrett
Schlosser and utility player
David Shipp are two other
players that Elliott expects
to break out, Schlosser for

his youth and potential and
Shipp for his never-say-die
style of play.
For interest in joining,
contact Elliot at elliottd@
mailbox.sc.edu. The team is
hostinTryouts will be held on
Jan. 24 and 25.

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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INTRAMURAL SPORTS STANDINGS
MEN’S
PLACE
1
2
3
4
5

WOMEN’S

TEAM NAME RECORD
CIV ENS. 21-2
COME ON 16-9
GREENE ST. HOOLIGANS 9-7-2
FIVE- O9-6
ALPHA SQUAD 7-6

TOTAL POINTS
123
113
76
71
68

PLACE
1
2
3
4
5

TEAM NAME RECORD
BIG GREEN 6-1
YEAH, THOSE GIRLS 5-1
KILLERS 7-0
JUST KICKIN IT 3-3
RUF GIRLS A 5-0

CO-REC
PLACE
1
2
3
4
5

TEAM NAME RECORD
COME ON GIRLS 25-3
SHAKE N BAKE 10-4
PHI SIG SPIDER MONKEYS 8-9-1
BCM 7-13
BATES HOUSE DINERS 12-3

TOTAL POINTS
142
86
80
76
71

TOTAL POINTS
47
41
39
28
28
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Apartments

Help Wanted

The Gates - 2BR 2BA Condo $1200/mo
inclds util. Contact Tim 843-377-3486
Dwntn Earlewood 2BR 1BA Lg garage
apt Perfect for Grad std. Hdwd flrs
CH&A w/d & pool. Pkg $625 414-5188.

Roommates
Great Price, Location & View.
2BR.,1BA, Furn Apt. Mature M/rmmt,
20+.Across USC horseshoe. $425/Mo.,
includes Utl. 843-409-1460.

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

We have the best job on campus!!
Make $8.25 per hour!! Build your
resume, earn great bonuses, and
show your Gamecock pride!!
More info? Want to come to an
interview session?
Interested in applying? Email:
Jessica.Neno@ruffalocody.com
or call 777-4705
Telecounseling Positions Available
The Office of Undergraduate Admissions
is looking for enthusiastic, dedicated students to assist with recruitment this year
by calling prospective students, admitted
students and their parents. Applicants
should possess strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for USC, good work
ethic, professionalism and basic computer and telephone skills. Students are
required to work a minimum
of
2/nights/wk during the hours of 5-9pm.
Monday-Thursday throughout the school
year, except on University holidays.
$7.50/hr to start. Training begins January 26th. Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate Admissions located on the Horseshoe in
Lieber College. Application deadline:
January 20th at 12:00PM. For more
information, please call Alex Fippinger at 777-0394.

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

1BR 1BA Garage Apt - 1 mile to USC
stove refrig NO PETS 1 yr lease
$380/mo (inclds water) +$350 deposit.
622-6663 or 345-9290
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

DEADLINE

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted
Restaurants
Rust Social Lounge is excepting applications for EXPERIENCED Bartenders,
Hosts and Servers only. Apply in person
at 918 Gervais St. Tues-Sat after 4pm.

Help Wanted
Runners
Richardson Plowden & Robinson,
P.A. has shifts available for PT couriers
to work in its Columbia office.
Hours of availability are MWF
from8:30am-1:00pm
Please contact Melissa Wagner at
771-4400 for more information or to
schedule an interview.
www.RichardsonPlowden.com

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Tutoring
Services
Need tutoring in spanish all ages? 25
years of teaching all ages. 926-3126

Work Study
Opportunities
Thomas Cooper Library is seeking student employees. Apply at the Circulation
desk. Work Study required. Please email
cwprice@sc.edu for more information.

See a place of exciting challenges and rewards.
See a place where you'll feel empowered to do something brilliant.
See yourself in Store Leadership.

We are committed to building the best team in the industry. Discover the
challenges, benefits and fun environment few companies can match.
Target offers a variety of exciting career opportunities for talented team
members in areas such as:

Work Study
Opportunities
$9 per hour! 5 WORK-STUDY OFFICE
ASSISTANTS needed @
SC Vocational Rehabilitation Dept. near
Airport. Must have an award to be eligible for these jobs! Depts. needing
Assistance: Public Info,Human Resources, IT Training Ctr. Case
Management & Evaluation Ctr.
Please call Cathy Smith @ 896-6553
for interview. EOE

SCHOOL

SUPPLIES
FRUITS
Vary your fruit choices.
Fruits differ in
nutrient content.

WHOLE GRAINS

Snack on
ready-to-eat, whole grain
cereals or whole grain crackers.

Executive Team Leader
Executive Team Leader, Assets Protection
Executive Interns
To learn more about Target Careers available or to learn when Target
will be on campus next, visit your career center or apply online at:
Target.com/careers
See you soon.

VEGETABLES

Try crunchy
vegetables as a school snack.

MILK

MEAT AND BEANS

Include fat-free or
low-fat milk with
meals or snacks.

Choose lean turkey, chicken,
roast beef or ham for sandwiches.

Target is an equal employment opportunity employer and is a drug-free workplace.
©2008 Target Stores. The Bullseye Design is a registered trademark of Target Brands, Inc.
All rights reserved.

Success in school depends on a lot more than the right
pencils, books and erasers. Studies show that a diet rich
in vegetables, fruits and whole grains, along with a healthy
lifestyle, can help your child succeed.
Find out how good nutrition can lead to
great things at MyPyramid.gov.

